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Hide-and-Seek 

Those raised with Christ are called to lift their minds and affections to heaven, where Christ reigns and our true life is hidden with Him.

How can I train my mind to dwell more on eternal realities than on temporary distractions?

Introduction
The pathway to eternal life and to abundant life is as simple as a game of hide-and-seek.  When we die to ourselves spiritually, that makes room, that gives room for Jesus to live in us and through us.  Our passage today talks about what true life really is and how to obtain it.  With the best of intentions, unbelievers take the wrong approach to eternal life and many believers take the same approach to their spiritual life.  
	Imagine with me for a moment that you are a soldier in the Union Army during the Civil War.  The Union and Confederate armies are bogged down in trench warfare around the city of Petersburg, Virginia.  The Confederates are defending the city and your army is attacking from the outside, but everything is locked in a stalemate.  A group of coal miners from a Pennsylvania regiment come up with the idea of digging a 500-foot tunnel between the trenches that ends directly beneath a Confederate strongpoint. They then pack the tunnel with four tons of gunpowder. When it explodes, it forms a huge crater.  The hole was roughly the same width as the worship center but twice the length and 30 feet deep—our ceiling is 23’ high—so higher. 
 	At the explosion, you rise from your line and run across a short ‘no-man’s land’.  As you advance, the Confederates open up.  Some soldiers in front of you see the crater and jump in for safety. Then everyone behind them follows suit, including you, and soon thousands are in the crater and unable to get out.  The Confederate soldiers ring the crater and rain death down. Thousands die.  It’s a massacre.  
 	This was the result of the Battle of the Crater in July of 1864.  What the Union troops thought would bring safety—the Crater—actually led to their death.  They failed not for lack of effort.  They failed because they took the wrong approach. 
 	We often take the wrong approach in our battle with sin and instead of deliverance, we dig a deeper hole.  I know I have.  
 	I remember coming home from work one day. For some reason that morning, I missed time reading the Bible and praying and I knew that was something I ought to do that night.  But instead, I turned on the TV. This was a long time ago—before the girls were born. We didn’t have cable for a couple of reasons, one being that I did not want to pay for it.  We had rabbit ears and we got one-and-a-half channels. Only on clear nights could we get Channel 5 out of Atlanta.  But every day, all day, we got PBS, Georgia Public Broadcasting.  
 	So I turned on the TV and the documentary on was about Great White Sharks.  You’ve seen these before?  The diver gets down into a cage. They submerged him into the water. Someone else puts raw meat on a pole to attract the shark.  The shark swims up, bears those 300 razor sharp teeth and bites and snatches at anything that moves.  It’s intriguing!  It gets your heart beating!
 	But here’s the thing. I’d already seen this program before.  At that time, GPB did not have enough programming, so they repeated their content. What aired Thursday was a repeat of what came on Monday nights.  And guess who watched the documentary about Great White Sharks on Monday—three days before?  Me!  
 	And while I’m watching all of this, I’m thinking the whole time: I should be praying.  I should be reading my Bible.  I should use my time better.  I should not trade something greater for something lesser. I should, I should, I should and I didn’t, I didn’t, I didn’t and I lost my clash with sin that night.
 	“Wow, John. That’s a compelling story about your battle with a documentary.  I am pierced to the core!  I am undone!”  Well, I could tell you stories about eating habits, viewing habits, thought patterns that are not holy, pure, or judgmental.  I could tell you stories about selfish behavior.  But what I want to draw attention to is not the particular battle—but how I chose to wage it—namely in my own strength.  
 	Have you ever expended so much energy trying not to do one thing or trying to do another? Have you ever labored with discipline to say or not say certain things?  Have you ever brought your best grit and determination only to find yourself failing again? If you have, then you were not playing hide-and-seek.
 	The apostle Paul helped a church 2,000 years ago avoid these mistakes and his counsel to them can help our own misguided efforts. It’s not just that they were taking a knife to a gun fight.  They fundamentally misunderstood the conflict. They were trying to use self-discipline to become holy, to conquer sin.  The harder they worked, the bigger the hole they dug—making the whole thing counterproductive.     	
  	In our passage today, Paul gives us something that will free us from this determined, self-reliant approach to holiness, to spiritual formation. Sin is not defeated by self-discipline.  Sin is defeated by Jesus.  We experience victory over sin when we quit trying to subdue sin in our strength, by ourselves. Sin is defeated on our part by unconditional surrender.  We beat sin by dying to ourselves and letting Christ live in us and through us.  Jesus is the power that defeats sin.
 	  Let’s look at the verses again and I want you to see two things Paul is asking us to do.  
 	“So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory,” Col. 3:1-4.
	Did you see it? Paul’s charge is to seek the things above and to set our minds there. It’s two things but it’s really one idea and it’s straightforward.  ‘To seek’ means to ‘try to find’ or ‘to search.’ ‘To set’ is to intentionally place something. It’s purposeful. Have you ever ‘set your mind’ to do something?  Together, these describe a frame of mind, a disposition or leaning of our hearts.  There is a prioritization of something over something else. We’re seeking and setting.  
 	Mary Beth babysits our next door neighbors who are seven and four years old. For variety, Mary Beth often brings them over to our house to entertain them and their 2-3 hours in our home almost always involves a game of hide-and-seek. They even rope the dog into it and instead of hide-and-seek it is “Hide-and-Treat”.  One of them tells Daisy to stay while the other takes a treat and hides and when they get to a good spot, they call out, “Okay, Daisy.  Come and find me!” And the dog scampers through the house, looking.  If she needs help, they’ll call out, “Here I am!”  until they are discovered.  The children laugh.  The dog gets a treat.  Everyone is happy. 
 	Think about the last time you lost something—usually your phone or keys or water bottle. I lost the key to our van when we were traveling in December.  I looked under the bed of the place where we were staying. I rifled through seat cushions, looked on all the counter tops and tables.  I traced and retraced my steps. I checked in the pockets of all my clothes. I looked in places where my key could not have been. It's still missing!  
 	When you are on a search, you are focused! The search has all of your attention; it’s all encompassing and it’s not emotionally neutral. We are invested in a search.
 	Paul wants us to be captured by things above. He wants the things above to consume us, to have our attention, not to just have a passing interest, curiosity, or mindless practice.  He does not want our focus on earthly things but wants us focused on better things. 
 	And I want to be clear here, what we are talking about is the attitude of the heart.  The heart’s longing, posture.  In gospel terms, we’re talking about the idea of ‘repentance’—turning away from earthly things and turning towards better things.  
 	2 Corinthians 4:18 says, “So we do not focus on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” Earthly things are tangible, visible, easy to conceive and in their best form are designed to be hints or suggestions or shadows of things to come that are greater and better. Paul says to seek the better things.
 	He is calling the church in Colosse and us today to be purposeful and intentional about the things we long for and invest in, the things we set our hearts and minds around.  Where have you set your heart?  Where have you set your mind?
Remember our past
Know our present reality
Be compelled by our future
	But Paul does not just tell us to change or maintain the direction of our heart. He reminds us of the gospel power that we have experienced in our salvation and the gospel power that we have access to for our spiritual growth.  He wants us to remember our past, know our present reality, and be compelled by our future.  
Remember our Past
 	“So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.”
	What is our past?  V. 3—for you died. V. 1—you have been raised with Christ. As believers, we spiritually died and rose again.  This is the idea we picture symbolically in baptism.  We die to our old life.  We bury that old life.  But we come back out of the water to represent a resurrection. Romans 6:7 says, "a person who has died is free from sin” and v. 11 says…So, you too consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.”
 	The path to freedom from sin is not wrestling with it but dying to it.  This might be best conveyed in our benediction verse for this series.  Galatians 2:20 says what? “I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God.”  We live not by might.  We live not by power.  We live by figuratively crucifying ourselves, identifying with Jesus’s death, and by placing faith in Him for our battles.  

Remember our past
Know our present reality

	 As we fight sin, Paul wants us to remember our past—the gospel work in us.  And if that is not your past, if that is not your story—it can be.  And it can be today.  After the service is over, I’m happy to speak with you. There are lay people in the back who can talk with you.  This hope can become your reality. 
	And what is our present reality?   What is the result of this spiritual death and resurrection?  Our lives are hidden with Christ in God. V. 3 says, ‘Your life is now hidden with Christ’
 	What does it mean to be hidden with Christ?   To be hidden means to be present but unseen.  We are back in our game of spiritual hide-and-seek. Earlier we focused on seeking. Now, let’s look at hiding.
 	Do you remember your games of hide-and-seek as a child?  Do you remember your best hiding place?  Last week, Pastor Rob spoke about warning labels on products and one included not getting in a dryer.  That one was for me. I found a great hiding place in the dryer but my parents did not think that was a good idea—and it’s not!  Kids, do not hide in the dryer, or washing machine, or any machine!
 	We lived in a split-level house.  When you came in at ground level, you could take a half dozen steps to go upstairs to the bedrooms or you could go a half dozen steps downstairs to the living room and office and then another half dozen stairs to a basement.  I found a spot through a hatch in the lower level of our home that accessed the plumbing.  The spot did not work great with my brothers but when I had friends over, it was the best! The design of the space provided the perfect screen so that a person had to crawl in to see if someone was there. They really had to want to find me.  
 	We hide things by covering them, burying them, placing them behind something like a curtain or a couch.  We hide things by camouflaging them—allowing them to blend into the environment, by removing anything that is distinctive or draws attention.  
 	Because we were crucified alongside Christ, our old identity has died and our new self now lives in Him. V. 4 says, that Christ is our life!  To be hidden with Christ is a call to be so one with Him that people see Jesus in us.   
 	We don’t want people to say of us: Football is his life.  Business is her life.  Hobby, home, yard, books, spouse, children, civic involvement is our life.  All these things can be embraced.  We can steward all these things.  But we want Jesus to be our life.  Are you hidden behind the curtain of his grace? Are you concealed by his unselfishness?  Are you covered over by his forgiving nature?  Are you buried under his charitable spirit? Are you camouflaged by his patience?  We want our lives hidden in Him!
Remember our past
Know our present reality 
Be compelled by our future
	As we think about how to seek the things above and set our minds on things above, Paul wants us to remember our past—we have spiritually died and been raised again; our lives are to be hidden in Christ; and he also wants us to be compelled by our future.  Paul tells us that when Christ returns, we also will appear with him in glory (v.4).
	Paul wants to pull our vision forward.  Since we have died, since we have been raised with Christ, don’t have tunnel vision on earthly things!  God wants future realities to shape present decisions.  
 	Jennifer and I started dating our senior year in college.  When we graduated, she took a job in a microbiology lab on campus and I moved to Ft. Worth to start seminary.  I did not like being 896 miles away! This was in the early, early days of cell phones.  You had to pay a base rate and than on top of that still had to pay by the minute.  We were writing letters. I discovered I could get six hours of course credit for a pastoral care internship the next summer and I could do that back here in Georgia.  I only needed a prerequisite of a pastoral counseling class which I was able to take spring semester.  
 	Our professor, who ironically was named Charles Darwin, told us that so much of counseling is trying to understand how our past contributes to or explains our present situation or behavior.  If we can understand or reshape our understanding of the past and how God was active in it or can redeem it, that can make a meaningful difference today.  We can free ourselves from difficult memories. But then Professor Darwin told us that our present is not only formed by the past.  Our present is also formed by our future. The future shapes us, influences us.  The future can change our behavior, can change the choices we make.  
 	To make his point, he asked us, “Why are you in Ft. Worth right now?  We were there for seminary. Why are you in seminary? We are preparing for ministry.  So you moved to Texas, took on the financial obligations of school, committed to years of study—all because of some future vision of ministry—and that’s why you are sitting in this class this very moment.  Your future has dictated your present.”  
	He then introduced us to the power of hope to those with whom we are counseling. Hope pulls some of the future to right now. And the future can bring comfort.  The future can bring inspiration. What we see in the future can change how we feel today, can change what we choose to do today.  
 	The pull of the future is why you are at UGA, why you are choosing not to spend money on lesser things so that you can save for a car, a home, your retirement.  It’s why you plant something in your yard or invest time in your children or community.
 	And that’s where Paul points us in v. 4—you will also appear with him in glory.  That is the future that awaits us.  That future will make the things we enjoy the most now sound like a scratchy recording of your favorite music, the finest painting will be nothing but a charcoal sketch, the best meal you’ve ever had will be like a thin rice cake. Your $100 bill will be worth not even a penny.  Your mansion, a shack.  Gold will be used to paved the streets. And that’s why Paul says ‘seek the things above!’  They are so much better!  And don’t misunderstand my analogy.  The better things are not material things but the things that last into eternity: love, grace, bearing with one another, forgiveness, unselfishness.  

Final Appeal
 	Let’s borrow from that future vision to help us seek the things above, to set our minds on things above.  Let’s continue to die to ourselves, to hide our lives in Christ, so that we can be set free from sin. Our path to eternal life and to spiritual growth is playing hide-and-seek. 
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